JUNIOR MEMORY BOOK – 2014 – SCISD – English III
This project will help you document the inevitable reflection that comes at the very end of high school. This project will hopefully be one that you will never forget! This Memory Book should consist of your memories and thoughts about the many events in your life. You will be required to have a new binder or photo album exclusively for this book. The final product will be organized and presented in your binder or photo album. Class time will be allocated for writing each chapter. The book must contain 14 chapters, a table of contents, a title page (family crest), and an epilogue. Each chapter will receive a separate grade and the project as a whole will count as a major test grade. Each chapter must be typed with at least 300 words per chapter. I will check to make sure that your chapters are written for a grade. A large portion of the grade, however, will be on the writing, which will be graded for content, organization, development, sophistication and accuracy in mechanics. This means that you need to proofread and edit before turning the final copy in! The revision of the chapters is your responsibility! All final entries must be typed.

Similar to a scrapbook, you are also required to add creativity to the book in the form of drawings, photographs, mementos, magazine clippings, etc. If you waste allocated class time by not working and/or disturbing others, that will also affect your grade.  This project is due _____________________________, NO EXCEPTIONS! This will be a due date where your attendance is necessary or your book needs to be in school that day. In order to complete this project successfully, you must begin now. Due dates for each chapter will be given at a later date. We will also use these topics for journaling in class. Let’s take a look at the requirements…
Table of Contents/Title page: Type a table of contents page based off all chapters.  This will be the first page of your memory book. Your family crest will be the second page of your memory book. You will need to research your family name (last name) and create a family crest.  The family crest must be hand drawn and colored.

Chapter 1: “Who am I?”— Introduce yourself in a clever, unique way, giving two adjectives that you feel best sums up your character. Where did your parents get your name? Would you change it? If you could pick your name, what would it be? How about writing a nickname for yourself and explain why it fits or the story behind it.  Include some background of ancestry, heritage, where you grew up. Share any stories that your parents have told leading up to your birth. (Include at least 2 creative metaphors bolded in the assignment.)

Chapter 2: "Before I Was, There Were"-- Write a brief description of your family tree. Include a family tree chart. Tell about folks who were around before you were born: grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, older siblings. Do you have any favorite relatives? Tell about time spent, a favorite story about them or better yet, have them write a favorite story about you. Think back to the stories that you hear at family get-togethers, you know- the ones that are embarrassing, hysterical or are repeated so many times you can’t listen to them anymore. The focus here is on descriptive writing.  Use imaginary and specific detail to make the incident or memory come alive.
Chapter 3: “I Grew Up Here”— Describe your neighborhood and/or your house. A map or floor plan might be a good companion piece, but your writing should focus on visual and spatial description. When I finish reading your page, I should be able to visualize where you lived and what you did in the house or neighborhood. What was the neighborhood like? Was there one special hangout that all the kids went to? Make the reader see the various places your lived.  Resources: parents, your own memories, old pictures of various places you lived.

Chapter 4: "Family Lore"-- Collect at least two family stories from a variety of family members. These can be about you or about someone else in your family. You may want to try to find one story about each member of your family. You may collect these in person by actually sitting down and talking to a family member or you may want to write, either via e-mail or regular mail, to that person. Put the two stories together your book. It would be nice to have a variety here and in that person's own handwriting, with his/her signature. This would be especially meaningful from older relatives.
Chapter 5: “School Bells”— Do you recall your elementary school days? Do you remember the first day of school? Your first school friend? Any embarrassing moments?  Your favorite teacher, incidents on the playground, lunch room, practical jokes etc.? How would you describe a perfect day when you were younger? What did you think life would be like when you were older? Picture yourself back in elementary school and recall the stories. Embellish your Senior Memory Book with mementos from elementary school.
Chapter 6: “Memory Poem”— A poem; your own version of “There Had to be a Last Time” of at least 30 lines. A model for this poem is attached. You may take inspiration from something you have written in one of your chapters and/or random remembrances that come to you as you work through this book.
Chapter 7: “I Wish I Could See ______ Again” or "Besides My Parents, There Was..."—Choose one…This chapter should be a reflection about a person that you can no longer see and explain why this person was important to you or you can choose to write about the one most influential person, other than your parents, in your life. I know this is difficult to do, but don't waffle here. Do some soul searching and choose the ONE person you miss or who has been the MOST influential. Tell why you chose that person. 
Chapter 8: “Middle School Days”- Entering middle school is always intimidating. Think back to those first days. Discuss your anxieties. Then look back at those 3 years and write about some of your most memorable moments. Did you have a first crush? (Use at least 2 similes bolded somewhere in your story.)
Chapter 9: “Let’s Take a Vacation” – Tell about a memorable trip you took with family or friends. It doesn’t have to be any ‘big’ vacation, maybe just a day trip. Where did you go? Who went with you? How did you get there? In the essay, describe the underwater world of snorkeling, the inside of a cave, the view from the top of a mountain, the feel of hot san and the taste of salt water-whatever was unique. The focus in your writing should be on description. Use sensory imagery and specific details to make the memory vivid.
Chapter 10: “High School: The Early Years” – (Your freshmen, sophomore, and junior years –highlights, troubles, successes, heartbreaks, greatest triumph, greatest disaster, teachers, friends, etc. –you don’t have to write about all of these but this should be a big chapter. Think ahead to when your own children ask you about high school. What stories will you tell? If you could relive one day, which one would it be? What experience would you like to have a do over for so you could do it better? The focus of your writing is on description and narration.
Chapter 11: “At Last, I’m A Senior” – In twenty years, you will have forgotten most of the things that fill your life now. What are the things about who you are now, what you enjoy and value, etc. that you want to remember twenty years from now? Imagine what will be important to your memory of yourself later on. How will your classmates remember you? Who would you like to see at the twenty year high school reunion? How do you think you will be different…what do you suppose you will be doing in twenty years?
Chapter 12: Favorites List/Entertainment- Think about your high school career and list your “favorites”…You must have at least 25. 
Favorite Band/singer:

Favorite Song:

Favorite TV Show:

Favorite Cartoon:

Favorite Movie:

Favorite fashion trend:

Favorite Car:

Favorite Food:

Favorite Restaurant:

Favorite Sport to Play/Watch:

Favorite Senior Moment:

Favorite Thing about High School: 

Favorite Class:

Favorite Subject:

Cost of a gallon of milk:

Cost of a movie ticket:

Cost of a gallon of gas:

Cost of a stamp:

Favorite Book:

Favorite Spring Break moment:

Favorite Trip:

Favorite Weekend Hangout:

Chapter 13: “Bucket List” - Make a list of the ten things you want to do before you die. Then make a list of five things that you have learned thus far in your life-as in life lessons, insights etc. Name two people who have had the greatest influence on you in your life thus far and why. Finally, list three ways you feel you need to change.

Chapter 14: “Soundtrack of My Life” – Choose at least two songs that represent you. Remember that the songs should be representative of you (i.e. your personality, your hopes, your disappointments, your feelings etc.). Along with each song, write a journal entry discussing each of these songs-telling what the song is about in your own words, possibly including some lyrics, and explain the personal significance that each song has. I would love spending the last week of senior year listening to everyone’s songs.
Epilogue- “Looking back, I would…Looking ahead, I will…”
In addition, sprinkled throughout, your memory book must include the following:
· Art work or graphics (on at least 50% of the total pages)

· 2 poems or song lyrics that relate to various topics in your chapters
· 5 of any combination of the following copies or reproductions of primary source documents:

· Birth announcements, etc

· Elementary school documents

· Middle school documents

· High school Documents

· Awards

· Vacation stuff

Obviously, your memory book must have all the required elements, but the more embellished your book (drawings, pictures, photographs, stuff cut out of magazines or newspapers or brochures, letters, awards, diary entries, poems, etc.) the higher the grade will be.  The more basic the book is, the lower the grade.
To avoid problems of losing work or not being able to print, I strongly suggest you SAVE all of your work on the server here at school and /or on a jump drive or in your email.

Your Final Exam in English III will be a multimedia presentation based on several of these chapters. More details to follow.
Most Fridays, you will have a chapter due, completed, and decorated as it will be in your memory book. The due dates are as follows, though we may have to make adjustments.

Chapter 1.

Chapter 2.

Chapter 3.

Chapter 4.

Chapter 5.

Chapter 6.

Chapter 7.

Chapter 8.

Chapter 9.

Chapter 10.

Chapter 11.

Chapter 12.

Chapter 13.

Chapter 14.

Epilogue
HAVE FUN! REMEMBER THIS IS YOUR LEGACY!
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